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Newark United Methodists Plan New Day of Mission and Ministry

(Continued on page 3)

On a clear, crisp winter day, two
United Methodist bishops spearheaded
a mission trip within the Gateway North
District. Their purpose was to bring
churches together to plan an overall
strategy of mission and ministry for
Newark and its adjacent suburbs.

The two Bishops, Bishop
Sudarshana Devadhar and Bishop
Felton May met with Newark Pastors
at the headquarters of the Episcopal
Diocese on 31 Mulberry Street Janu-
ary 21. The meeting brought together
the Rev. Lloyd P. Terrell, senior minis-
ter of the Franklin-St. John’s Church
and overseeing pastor of St. Matthew’s;
the Rev. José Rivera-Bocanegra, pas-
tor of St. Paul-Centenary Church; the
Rev. Durwin Johnson, pastor of Trinity
Church on Clinton Avenue; as well as
the district superintendent, the Rev.
Robert Costello; Mrs. Phyllis May,
Bishop May’s wife; Ressie Fuller, con-
ference lay leader; and conference
staff members, the Rev. Erica Munoz,
Jack Shaw, and the Rev. Doug Ruffle.

Bishop May reflecting on the trag-
edy of the recent earthquake in Haiti,
noted the great price the people of Haiti
have paid for the world to take notice
of this poorest nation in the Western
Hemisphere.

“There are also social earthquakes
that occur in our midst,” continued
Bishop May. “They are as close to us
as our largest cities. The challenge is
to gather forces from our churches and
to work together in concert to make a
difference in the city of Newark and its
surrounding area.”

The January 21 mission trip was or-
ganized by Gateway North District Su-
perintendent Costello and was a follow
up to an initial visit held last Decem-
ber.  Bishop Devadhar extended an
invitation to Bishop Felton May to help
energize a new vision for ministry for
Newark and the surrounding area.

“We have begun to take steps to

coordinate ministry in the greater New-
ark area and to do so in bolder ways,”
said Mr. Costello. “No one church can
address the needs of Newark alone,”
he continued. “Bishop May has been
invited into our midst to help us expand
our vision of mission.”

In December, Mr. Costello organized
visits to the four United Methodist
Churches in the city. Bishop May met
with leaders and clergy at each of the
churches to listen to them and encour-
age cooperation in a bold new venture
to address the issues of human need.

Over one quarter of Newark’s popu-
lation lives below the poverty line. Of
those families, nearly 37 percent are
children. Drug use, prostitution, mur-
der and other crime have given this city
the unfavorable distinction of being the
24th most dangerous in the nation,
according to 2008 statistics. Of the
population of Newark, 73 percent is

non-white.
Seeing the needs of the city, Super-

intendent Costel lo and Bishop
Devadhar initiated a movement to re-
engage United Methodist churches in
significant mission. They called upon
Bishop May to give inspiration and im-
petus to the movement.

 At each church, Bishop May raised
a burning question: “Does your church
have a future?” Those present re-
sponded resoundingly in the affirma-
tive. Then came the follow-up question:
“What will you do to assure that future
and make an impact on this city?”

Clergy and laity of the four churches
have met twice to work on an overall
strategy. They have decided to include
churches in towns adjacent to Newark.
There are now sixteen congregations
involved.

Bishop Devadhar has given his time
and commitment to the endeavor,

which he sees as an important action
step related to several of the four ar-
eas of focus articulated by the Council
of Bishops and embraced by The
United Methodist Church, namely, to
engage in ministry with the poor, to cre-
ate new places for new people and re-
vitalize existing congregations and to
develop principled Christian leaders for
the church and the world.

 “Our task is to meet human need in
the name of Jesus Christ,” said Bishop
May to a gathering of clergy and laity
on Friday, January 22. “Bishop
Devadhar has invited me to serve as
an agitator. Like an old fashioned
washing machine, I serve to agitate the
waters.”

Speaking the next day to a gather-
ing  of 300 clergy and laity, Bishop May
urged his hearers to “go beyond the
stained glass windows of our churches
and into the neighborhoods of the poor
and the needy in our midst.”

As a next step, the churches con-
vened by the bishops and district su-
perintendent will use Sunday, March
14, “One Great Hour of Sharing,”  to
share the good news of ministry they
are currently undertaking and to forge
the first steps for more cooperating
ministry to address human need.

Among the churches involved are
Portuguese language, Spanish lan-
guage, Creole (Haitian), African Ameri-
can and multi-cultural congregations.

One of the predecessor names of
the Greater New Jersey Annual Con-
ference was the Newark Annual Con-
ference, which existed from 1857
through 1964. Newark, New Jersey’s
largest city, was the hub of the confer-
ence.  The city and the towns surround-
ing it formed its own district of 23
churches giving witness to the mission
of Jesus Christ.  Now fast-forward to
2010.  There are four United Method-
ist Churches in the city of Newark, only

Before and After the Earthquake,
GNJ Visitors Share in the Sadness

St. Joseph’s Home for Boys in Port au Prince was to have been the primary
guesthouse of the Hackettstown Trinity Church mission team for their
week in Haiti, except for one night — January 12 — the night of the earth-
quake. This is how it appeared after the upheaval. Another guest – a semi-
nary student from the US – was killed when this guesthouse fell. Team
Leader Frank Fowler recounts his reflections on the team’s experience in
his article, “A Faith not Shaken” on page 5.  Pastor Fowler and team mem-
bers will lead a memorial service for earthquake victims at Trinity Church
on March 7.

“Andre loves Jesus and
Haiti” reads the inscription
witnessing to the faith and
affection of its anonymous
carver on a tree in the mini-
park outside the Port au
Prince airport where mis-
sion team members wait for
flight home. (Above)
Trinity mission team mem-
bers (center) tour  the Light
and Peace School, one of the
Hackettstown church’s part-
ners in ministry, guided by
Pastor Ron LeFranc (left)
and his youth pastor. (right)
A CNN reporting crew
(right) outside the Port au
Prince airport the day after
the quake where reporter
Chris Lawrence interviewed
team members whose pic-
tures were seen by anxious
family members back home.

BISHOPS, PASTORS and conference leaders meet in Newark, January 21
to plan a strategy for mission and ministry. Leading the group are Bishop
Felton May, lower left, and Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar, at the far end of
table.
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Keeping Sabbath
By Douglas Ruffle

Coordinator of Congregational Development, GNJAC

VITAL CONGREGATIONS

DISCLAIMER
The United Methodist Relay accepts at face value the integrity of our

advertisers, and attempts no heroic vetting. When an issue arises with any
of our advertisers we investigate and act appropriately. Beyond this, we
take no responsibility for the advertisers or their products.

The Lenten season offers an opportunity to reflect on
our faith journey as we retrace the steps Jesus took to-
ward Jerusalem and Calvary. One of the questions our
churches need to reflect on is: How do we keep the Sab-
bath?

Keeping the Sabbath poses a challenge for the fast-
paced world in which we live. Yet, it is central to our
Judeo-Christian tradition. The fourth commandment reads,

Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six
days you shall labor and do all your work. But
the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God;
you shall not do any work — you, your son or your daughter, your male
or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For
in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in
them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath
day and consecrated it. (Exodus 20:8-11 NRSV)
In one of my pastorates I lived in a town with a 40% Jewish population. On Satur-

day mornings, hundreds of the faithful walked to synagogues. Somehow these believ-
ers found a way to keep the Sabbath despite living in the frenetic pace of the New
York metropolitan area. Their witness put me to shame as often I found myself work-
ing or shopping on the Lord’s day.

“Sabbath observance is not merely a leisurely add-on to balance out an otherwise
busy or frantic week” writes Norman Wirzba, in Living the Sabbath: Discovering the
Rhythms of Rest and Delight (Grand Rapids:  Brazos Press, 2006) “but rather the key
that opens life to its fullest and best potential.”

Wirzba follows an old rabbinic tradition that the divine work of creation was not
fully complete until the day of rest on the seventh day. What the first six days lacked
“was the menuha, the rest, tranquility, serenity, and peace of God.” Thus, the crown-
ing achievement of creation was not the creation of human beings but rather a deep
sense of shalom that gives life the capacity for happiness and delight. Thus Sabbath
is much more than stopping activity for one day of the week, but has to do with the
celebration of all that is, all that God created. In this way, Sabbath observance is
inextricably linked with the environment, the care for all of God’s creation.

Keeping the Sabbath has to do with setting aside one day for rest. It has to do with
community worship. It has to do with the way we think about and care for God’s
creation. How will we keep Sabbath this Lenten season? How will we strive to ob-
serve keeping the fourth commandment? How we keep Sabbath says a lot about our
priorities. In a world that too often seems to be lived at a frenetic pace, it makes good
sense to deepen our understanding of what it means to keep the Sabbath — as indi-
viduals and as communities of faith.

Stewardship Tips
Build a Culture of High Expectation

By Rich Hendrickson
GNJAC Coordinator of Stewardship Education and Development

J. Clif Christopher, in his book, Not Your Parent’s
Offering Plate, offers the following model for bringing
new members into the life of the church. “Before anyone
joined my church, I would have that person come for-
ward with a pledge card and a service sheet filled out to
show where he or she wanted to give himself or herself
away. I would take that card and sheet…and tell the church
that I had received a financial commitment and then read
where this person was interested in serving…Each mem-
ber then would reaffirm his or her own vows of commit-
ment to the church.” (pg. 86)

This approach may, in fact, cause fewer to join as mem-
bers, however, on the upside, those who do join are prepared to contribute their
time, talent, and treasure to the work of God through the ministries of the local
congregation they’re joining.

Statistics show that growing churches across America, even in the Northeast,
are “high expectancy” churches. Most begin by articulating four sets of expec-
tations from those who would be members. If one is to become a member one
should expect to: (1) attend worship every week unless ill or traveling, (2) par-
ticipate in at least one community service organization outside the church, (3)
attend at least one small group or class on Christian Discipleship per year, and
(4) give at least 10 percent of your income. Of course, if someone is not ready
to make this kind of commitment they are still welcome in the life of the church,
still able to participate in the activities and events of the church, and would still
receive the full measure of pastoral care.

This season of Lent may be the perfect time to re-examine just what it is that
God expects from us and is counting on from us as disciples of Jesus Christ.

UNREQUITED LOVE

“O Jerusalem! Jerusalem!”
Jesus still contemplates the city that he loves,
divided and threatened
with violence on every side,
as Jew and Arab jockey for position,
turning the Holy City into a battleground
of uneven forces,
where fear and suspicion and desperation reign,
along with death.
How often would he have spread his arms,
gathering the fearful in loving embrace,
like a mother hen gathers her chicks.
“And you were not willing.”

O Camden! Camden!
How often he would spread his arms
inviting the poor and powerless,
the unemployed, the undocumented;
and those of power who look the other way.
O Newark and Paterson and Jersey City!
O Trenton and New Brunswick!
O Atlantic City!  City of exuberant excess.
The Mother-hen wings still spread
over the landscape,
embracing every city
and all the places in between,
your place and mine,
yearning, longing
to bring new life and love and hope.
And we, caught as we are
in our everyday stresses,
distracted by our pain and pleasure,
have spurned his love.

Come, Lord,
Come in the midst of our desolation.
We want to return your embracing love.
Draw us together.
Make all things new.

rvc

This selection first appeared on Relay Online, UMRelay.org, as the Gospel Lesson for March
4, 2007 and was reprised on the second Sunday in Lent this year, February 28.  You may enter
your e-mail subscription to these weekly reflections on the Gospel lesson for the week by
logging on to UMRelay.org, clicking on Email subscription list and typing in your e-mail ad-
dress.
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‘Transforming the World Through Our Presence’
That was the theme of the Bishop’s Convo-

cation at Willow Valley in Lancaster, Pa, Janu-
ary 25-27, where nearly 350 GNJ clergy and
spouses gathered for three days of inspiration
and instruction, fellowship and fun. By the num-
bers, here is a rundown of some of the persons
and activities.

Staff and volunteers make ready for arrival of clergy and spouses.

Mike at the Mike — Presenter Mike Slaughter ad-
dresses the plenary session.

Gwen White leads spouses program.

Three Bishops: Devadhar, Lyght and White.

Bishop Lyght addresses the assembly.

St. John’s (Hazlet) pastor Lanie Price
engages in coloquy with Bishop
Devadhar during one of two evening
sessions with the Bishop.

Convocation Chair Jean McMullen exhibits her
enthusiasm.

Jack Shaw assists Michael Pollard
in PowerPoint presentation. Pollard
is technical director at Slaughter’s
Ginghamsburg (Ohio) Church.

Tuesday’s Talent Night entertainment in-
cluded Sung Hoon Ahn’s vocal with gui-
tar, Karen Merrill, soprano and Glenn
Chaplin showing off his virtuosity on the
bones. (Photos by Jack Shaw and Robin Van Cleef)

After trying the system and working out
a few glitches on the process at the
Bishop’s Convocation, the GNJAC Ses-
sions Team expressed excitement as it
announced that online registration for
Annual Conference will be available this
year.

“If you’ve visited the conference
website recently, you may have noticed
that the registration packet and online
registration process are already there,”
explained a Session Team member.
Those who receive the packet by regular
mail can still register the traditional way,
but they are encouraged to try the new
system if they can.

“You may also download the forms and
register by mail if you choose,” said the
team spokesperson. “The online registra-
tion process saves time, work, and pa-

Annual Conference Registration
Packets Available Online

per.” The registration deadline is April 12.
Payment for online registration can be
with credit card (Mastercard, Visa, Dis-
covery, or American Express), debit card,
or checking account.

Display Table Request Forms -
Those who wish to have a table at An-
nual Conference for display purposes
should see the conference website for the
forms to download and submit. The dead-
line for submission of such requests is
May 8.

Special Group Luncheons at Annual
Conference - Those who are in charge
of arranging for special group luncheons
(Drew Alumni, for example) are invited to
visit the conference website to download
the appropriate form and submit it also
by May 8.

The Conference Board of Disciple-
ship is seeking nominations for the
Harry Denman Evangelism Award to be
presented at the 2010 Annual Confer-
ence in June. The Board is seeking lay,
clergy, and youth nominations. One lay,
one clergy, and one youth award will
be presented.

The deadline for nominations is April
19, 2010.

Information about Harry Denman,

Denman Award Nominations Sought

one of which is strong and vital enough
to sustain ministry on its own without
conference subsidy.

For Bishop Devadhar, forging a
comprehensive strategy for the greater
Newark area is vital to the future of our
United Methodist churches.  “They will
endeavor to live out their calling boldly
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world,”  he
explained.

 Bishop Devadhar expressed grati-

New Day of Mission and Ministry
(Continued from page 1)

tude for the leadership of Bishop May
as he serves as a catalyst to inspire
clergy and laity toward a preferred fu-
ture for United Methodism  in this area
while addressing human need.

As human needs are met,  the
Bishop envisions the congregations
themselves becoming re-energized
and revitalized.  We look forward to that
day when the city of Newark once again
will be the hub of ministry and mission
for United Methodists.

the Harry Denman Evangelism Award,
and nomination forms can be obtained
at www.foundationforevangelism.org.
For those who do not have internet
access, they can contact Rev. Doug
Spencer by phone at 856-629-6459 for
forms.

All nominations should be sent to the
Rev. Doug Spencer, 159 South Main
Street, Williamstown, NJ 08094, or
emailed to: dspencer1umc@comcast.net.

Tex Sample Workshop Dates Shifted
There is a significant date change in

the Tex Sample workshop at Trinity
Church, Ewing, announced in last
month’s Relay. The workshop will actu-
ally be held on April 17-18, 2010.

Dr. Sample will lead a two day work-
shop on the theme “The Craft of Disciple-

ship” addressing the topics “Reading the
Bible as a Church”, “The Craft of Witness,
and “The Craft of Justice”. He will also
preach at the Sunday morning worship
service at Trinity. Brochures and further
information available by calling 609-883-
9160 or 609-306-6403.
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Brief Reports from around the world
via United Methodist News

Service and Newscope

Global
Relay

The Bishop’s Message
My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
Greetings in the precious name of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

As we continue our journey in the Lenten sea-
son, on the fourth Sunday of Lent we celebrate
the ministry of the United Methodist Committee
on Relief (UMCOR), through our prayers, gifts,
and other support.

In a recent issue of the New World Outlook,
Melissa Hinnen, writes, “In the midst of war and
destruction UMCOR serves as a ‘voice of con-
science among Methodists to act in the relief of human suffering without
distinction of race, color or creed.’ So said Bishop Herbert Welch at the
General Conference of the Methodist Church on April 26,1940. With the
outbreak of World War II, Bishop Welch called on the General Confer-
ence to respond to the needs of human suffering around the world. On
June 2, 1940, Methodists observed a day of prayer and sacrifice, with
the offering being used to support the newly formed Methodist Commit-
tee for Overseas Relief (MCOR)” (Melissa Hinnen, “UMCOR 70 Years
of Hope”, New World Outlook, January/February 2010, p.14).

Later, in 1972, the name of the MCOR (Methodist Committee for
Overseas Relief) was changed to UMCOR (United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief). As we reflect on the ministry and mission of UMCOR on
the fourth Sunday of Lent, the gospel reading for the day challenges us
to reflect on the parable of the prodigal son. Luke writes, “But while he
was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he
ran and put his arms around him and kissed him” (Luke 15:20).

The American Heritage College Dictionary defines compassion as,
“Deep awareness of the suffering of another coupled with the wish to
relieve it.” Elsewhere, in the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand,
referring to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Mark writes,”… he had
compassion for them” (Mark 6:34).

As we celebrate the ministry of UMCOR, particularly as we journey
under the shadow of the Cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the
larger question we need to ask is, “Am I a compassionate Christian?”
Christians not only make themselves aware of the suffering of the chil-
dren of God but also make every effort to relieve it.

The compassionate spirit of Jesus Christ challenged the disciples to
respond by feeding thousands of people who came to hear Jesus.

The compassionate spirit of the father in the parable of the prodigal
son nudged him to run after the needs of a son who was approaching.

The compassionate spirit of Bishop Welch energized the General Con-
ference of our denomination to respond to the “needs of the human suf-
fering around the world.”

Today, the ministry of UMCOR takes us to places where we cannot
go ourselves in times of hurt and suffering. Though many of us were not
there in person to relieve the pain and suffering of the victims of the
recent earthquake in  Haiti, we were there in spirit and resources through
the ministry and mission of UMCOR.

Though we take an offering for the ministry and mission of UMCOR
through One Great Hour of Sharing on the fourth Sunday during Lent,
UMCOR is in ministry on our behalf 24 hours a day, 365 days a year in
the United States of America and around the world.

May God enable all of us to call for self-examination and to raise a
question, “Do we have the compassionate spirit of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ in us?”

May we all experience a blessed and spiritual Lenten season,

In Christ’s love,

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar

The April Issue Deadline
is March 5, 2010

UMCOR Field Office Opens in Haiti
NASHVILLE — The United Methodist Committee on Relief has opened a field
office in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and is hiring full-time staff as part of a five-year
plan to help rebuild Haiti after the Jan. 12 earthquake.

Haiti Methodists Offer ‘Healing Love’ to Survivors
PETIT GOAVE, Haiti — “You have your 9/11, now we have our 1/12.” That is
how the Rev. Ralph Denizard of the Methodist Church of Haiti described the
way people in his nation feel after the massive January 12 earthquake. Meeting
with members of the United Methodist Committee on Relief to tell them about
the damage in their area, Denizard and associates told of the trauma faced by
people of his circuit outside of Port-au-Prince. Petit Goave has a population of
about 119,000. Many of the survivors are living outside because either their
homes were destroyed, or they are too afraid to live in them.

Fallen Colleagues Remembered at Hotel Montana
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — Methodists in Haiti held a memorial service at the
ruins of Hotel Montana where Clint Rabb and Sam Dixon, staff executives with
the General Board of Global Ministries, died from injuries suffered in the collapse
of the hotel. The Jan. 22 memorial service occurred at the same time a funeral
service for Dixon was taking place in Raleigh, N.C. Rabb was remembered in a
Jan. 23 service in Austin, Texas.

UMCOR Partnership Gives Haitians Keys to Clean Water
GRESSIER, Haiti — In 20 minutes, Sharlene Jean learned how to save her

community. Jean, one of the thousands of Haitians living out in the open since
the earthquake destroyed their homes Jan. 12, learned to take muddy river
water and turn it into clean drinking water with a commercial water purifying
powder. The United Methodist Committee on Relief, working with GlobalMedic,
brought the key to life-saving water to Jean’s community, which was sleeping in
an open field.

Haitian Church Members
Distribute UMCOR Food

MELLIER, Haiti — Louis and Madame Felix, 74 and 76, were the first to receive
a white plastic bag containing 18 pounds of rice, three pounds of beans, a quart
of cooking oil and a one-pound bag of salt from the United Methodist Committee
on Relief Jan. 29. Ten church members organized the food distribution and kept
order. One hundred and seventy households were served.

Lake Junaluska Sponsors ‘Caring for Creation’ Retreat
LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. — Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center’s
fifth annual “Caring for Creation” seminar, on April 8-11, will offer plenary
presentations and 20 workshops to help members of the faith community learn
how they can become caretakers of the Earth. On-site and off-site tours include
visits to a solar farm, an oil-to-biodiesel conversion facility, a green-built home,
the Junaluska Wetlands and the Corneille Bryan Native Garden. A grant from
the United Methodist Board of Church and Society will provide scholarships for
ethnic young adults aged 18-35 years.

Faith Groups Urge Congress to Finish Health Care Reform
WASHINGTON — Fifty-six faith organizations, including the United Methodist
Board of Church and Society, sent a Jan. 26 letter to members of Congress
asking them to “take heart and move meaningful health care reform forward.”
The letter coincides with an “Interfaith Virtual Vigil of Prayer, Hope and Action.”
Faith organizations from across the country have taken part in a variety of
actions such as sending prayers, sponsoring a vigil or calling members of
Congress. Additional information is available online at http://www.faithful
reform.org.

Dakotas and Minnesota to Become New Episcopal Area in 2012
CHICAGO — Four of the five U.S. jurisdictions of The United Methodist Church
will have to reduce the number of bishops by one prior to Sept. 1, 2012, the
date new bishops assume their assignments. The Southeastern Jurisdiction
presently has one bishop less than it is entitled to, so no reduction is required
in that jurisdiction. The North Central Jurisdiction College of Bishops decided,
Jan. 26, to reduce the number of episcopal areas from 10 to nine by linking the
Dakotas Annual Conference and Minnesota Annual Conference into one
episcopal area. Conference boundaries will not change, but the two conferences
will be served by one bishop.

‘Truth Commission’ Looks at Conscience in War
NEW YORK — The United Methodist Board of Church and Society is a co-
sponsor of the “Truth Commission on Conscience in War,” which will meet
March 21-22, at Riverside Church in New York City. Interfaith leaders want to
launch a nationwide conversation aimed at changing the current conscientious
objection law to include the conscience of soldiers and “just war” tradition in
religion in the regulations.

New Worship and Song Collections Planned for 2011
NASHVILLE — Although work on a new denominational hymnal was suspended
in May 2009, the United Methodist Publishing House and the United Methodist
Board of Discipleship are developing a shorter, different type of resource —
“Worship & Song” — to be published in February 2011. “The forthcoming ‘Worship
& Song’ collection,” said Gary Alan Smith, general editor, “will offer the best of
the best of the newest worship resources to The United Methodist Church and
beyond.” The new collection will include separate volumes for singing and
worship.

Four United Methodists Take Part in
Newly-formed Faith and Light Community
FREEHOLD – Faith and Light International, a Christian ecumenical move-

ment for people with disabilities, has its first community within the geographical
bounds of the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference, following formation of the
group at Hope Lutheran Church here January 14.

Faith and Light International, a ministry associated with L’Arch Communi-
ties, was “born of a desire to help people with an intellectual disability and their
families find their place within the Church and society.” Its communities are
non-residential, with members meeting once a month to share their joys and
concerns and grow deeper in faith. They are interdenominational.

Of the 13 people present at the formation meeting here, four were United
Methodists from the GNJ Conference. They are Linda Barton (Allies Inc.), Walter
Mander (pastor, Hightstown UMC), Jackie Burgess (Chair of GNJAC Special
Needs Committee and pastor of the Avon Church) and Ian Burgess-Linden.  Other
denominations represented were: Roman Catholic, Evangelical Lutheran Church
and Baptist.

The group’s first time of worship and fellowship will be on March 6, at 6:00
p.m. also at Hope Lutheran Church.

“We will meet on the first Saturday of each month following,” explained Ms.
Burgess. “Worship and fellowship are open to all persons with intellectual/de-
velopmental disabilities and their families.”

Founded in 1968 by Jean Vanier and Marie Helen Mathieu, Faith and Light
was originally established to plan a pilgrimage to Lourdes for persons with dis-
abilities. Since then it has grown to a worldwide movement with a broader goal.

For more information about Faith and Light Communit ies see
www.foietlumiere.org/site/english.
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Bristol Glen
Saturday, March 20
Saturday, April 10

11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Newton, NJ

973.300.5788

www.umh-nj.org

Collingswood Manor
Monday, March 8
Saturday, April 17

10 a.m. – 2 p.m
Collingswood, NJ

856.854.4331

Francis Asbury Manor
Sunday, March 21

Sunday, April 18
12 noon – 4 p.m.

Ocean Grove, NJ 
732.774.1316

Pitman Manor
Saturday, March 6
Saturday, April 3

1 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Pitman, NJ

856.589.7800

The Shores at Wesley Manor
Sunday, March 21
Sunday, April 18

1 p.m. – 3 p.m
Ocean City, NJ
609.399.8505

Raise your spirits at our
Open Houses!

Enjoy a lifestyle that includes friendship, great cuisine and
excellence in senior living. If you’re ready for a new outlook

on life, plan to join us on the dates listed below.

Memorial Service for Haiti Earthquake Victims

The disbelief of the first days is over.
The sudden drama of disorientation, crisis management, emergency travel,

and thankful reunion are behind me……..placed in an oft-visited file marked “Did
that really happen to us?”

What is left is the sadness — a quiet, deep grief for a place and a people of
faith that  I have come to love in over 30 years of caring and communicating,
visiting and visioning, learning and serving.

It is a grief both general and very specific, for people who have died, for places
which have been destroyed, for ministries which have been devastated.

I have long said that on my first visit to Haiti I left a portion of my heart there,
and I must return every so often to visit it.

Now, that heart piece has grown……demanding more visits when the time is
right.

A sage Haitian leader has described Haiti as “ a place which brings together
the shattered pieces of your soul.”  Ironic now that the land where that has hap-
pened for so many Haiti lovers has itself been shattered.

Yet what stands unshaken is the faith of a people who have long endured
much suffering, and that faith will lead the way in the rebuilding.  The only ques-
tion is how long the international community and the Church  will make  Haitians
wait for that rebuilding…..for it is directly connected to whether or not Haiti’s
tragedy fades in the public memory, or remains a priority in the hearts of those
who understand that people and nations cannot be abandoned.

Jesus went looking for the least and the lost.
The great question of the ages has been called “the problem of suffering”.  Put

simply, how can a loving God allow His children to suffer?  It was a question that
was shouted in Haiti before the quake…..now, louder than ever. Of all the places
for such devastation by nature, I ponder, why upon those who have been suf-
fered so much for so long from human evil, political rape and international apathy
and manipulation.

Then I further ponder something I DO know about this matter of suffering –
that our loving Heavenly Father enters into our suffering…….is with us IN the
suffering……indeed suffers with us. Such is the message of the cross.

And Psalm 46 proclaims it…..which is where our 15 member mission team
went in our devotional time the morning after the quake, sitting around a mango
tree after “sleeping” outdoors all night: “God is a very present help in trouble  -
therefore, we will not fear, though the earth should change.”

And if these things be so, then God is indeed very much a part of the commu-
nity that is Haiti. And perhaps that is why so many Christians are drawn again
and again to this people and place.

The Sunday before the quake I preached in the Duplan Methodist Church, a
lovely mountain congregation outside of Port au Prince, where I had baptized a
child some 20 years ago. My text was our mission teams’ scripture theme for the
week: “I am the vine and you  are the branches – by this my Father is glorified,
that you go and bear much fruit”. Part of that passage includes the truth of prun-
ing a tree that does not bear fruit, in order to help the tree bear MORE fruit. I
spoke to that attentive congregation about how suffering in life is a part of the
pruning Jesus spoke about.

In ways that I trust God will reveal to me, I feel like I have been pruned by this
earthquake experience. Surely there are many of my branches that needed it.

HEART TO HEART.
Taken the morning
of the disastrous
January 12 earth-
quake, this picture
shows  Vivienne Jo-
seph, a student at
the Light and Peace
School in Bon Repos
in stricken Haiti
with the Rev. Frank
Fowler, pastor of
Trinity Church,
Hackettstown, who
‘left a protion of my
heart” on his first
mission to Haiti 30
years ago.

Vivienne is spon-
sored by the Fowler
family.

HACKETTSTOWN — A memorial
service for those who died in the Haiti
earthquake will be held at Trinity
Church here March 7 at 3:00 p.m.

Leading the service will be  the
Rev. Frank Fowler, Trinity pastor, as-

sisted by members of the mission
team who were with him in Haiti
when the earthquake struck.

The Trinity sanctuary is located at
213 Main St, Hackettstown. All are
welcome.

VIEWPOINT
A FAITH NOT SHAKEN
Reflections after an Earthquake

by Frank Fowler

For myself, I can only pray that God will help this poor tree bear more fruit.
And for my friends in Haiti I pray strength and courage in the midst of their

suffering.
 But I need not pray that they remember that God is with them.
They already know that.
They always have.
(The Rev. Frank Fowler is pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church, Hackettstown,
and leader of the Trinity mission team whose ministry to Haiti was cut short by the
January 12 earthquake. Dr. Fowler is a former associate editor of the Relay. A report
on the mission team’s dramatic departure following the earthquake is found in last
month’s Relay.)

Concerts Scheduled
Piano Recital to Benefit Missions at Leonia

LEONIA – Soyeon Park, concert pianist and music director of the Leonia Church
will present a concert March 6, benefitting the missions of the church.

Featured will be the works of Chopin, Beethoven and Ginastera.Ticket prices for
the 7:30 p.m.event will be adults $20, children $10.
Making Music in Delair

DELAIR — St. Matthew’s Church here will host a concert March 12 featuring Paulette
Gissendanner, soprano and assistant professor of choral and vocal music at Califor-
nia State University.

Ms. Gissendanner’s performance experience includes work on the operatic as well
as the solo vocal stage. She has served as vocal coach for several musical theatre
productions.

A freewill offering will be received for admission to the 7 p.m. concert. For more
information call (856) 662-3610.

Update on Allen Project’s Homeless Prevention
When a home is lost to fire, foreclo-

sure, job loss or medical bills, what
does one do?  How does one get help;
who can one turn to? Allen Project Inc.
in Asbury Park is developing a model
to lead an individual or family through
the maze of agencies and the loss of
one’s possessions into a new begin-
ning.

 Funds are still needed to continue
the restoration of the former parsonage
of the Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church into
a temporary home for suddenly home-
less persons. For a limited time anony-
mous donors have committed to match
donations to double any size gift.  Do-
nations may be sent to “Allen Project,
Inc.”, 214 DeWitt Avenue, Asbury Park,
NJ 07712.

 This project is being supported and
encouraged by many individuals,
churches and denominations including
First United Methodist Church of Asbury Park, St. Paul’s Church of Ocean Grove,
Jackson, Avon  and West Belmar churches and Faith Community in Bayville.

 For more information or a program speaker contact Deaconess Helen McCahill
at (732) 988-0305 or helenmccahil0305@aol.com.
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Lambertville’s Kitchen Door Welcomes Community into Church
RETHINK CHURCH
10,000 Doors —
Only 9,991 to go

Door Opener No. 9

“CHOW DOWN,” or
“Dinner is served.” The
invitation may vary but
the effect is the same as
Lambertville residents,
from community lead-
ers to homeless, gather
for free lunch at
Lambertville Church,
their way of opening the
doors wider. At left
Pastor Judith Gehrig
and husband Mike greet
guests at Wednesday’s
free lunch.

DELICIOUS AND NUTRITIOUS is the fare at the Lambertville Church’s
free lunch open to all comers every Sunday and Wednesday. The novel way
of “rethinking church” has spawned other ministries including a coat give-
away, child care and English-as-a-second language classes.

Like many other churches, Cente-
nary United Methodist was on a search
for a mission. Centenary is in
Lambertville, a New Jersey community
in the ‘antique area’ that includes New
Hope, Pa., just across the Delaware
River. It is essentially a suburban com-
munity, close to an urban center and
yet with a very distinct small town
neighborhood feeling.

The congregation was looking for a
way to express its appreciation for al-
ways having been supported by the
community since the 1830’s; to find a
way to give back and maintain a pres-
ence in the community.  The idea they
came up with is the Community
Kitchen.

The Lambertvi l le Community
Kitchen is what the cynics claim doesn’t
exist… a free lunch. Every Wednesday
and Sunday the church offers a spread
of balanced and nutritious food to any-
one who wants it. No strings attached.

The genesis of this concept was the
economic downturn.  According to Pas-
tor Judith Gehrig, “God had placed a
few people with the inclination and ex-
pertise here, forming a perfect storm
of people and enthusiasm.”

 “This church,” she said,  “had need
of a mission for a while and this fit.”
The first week lunch was offered saw
two guests and twelve volunteers. But
the idea caught on, and now, one year
later, they’re serving between 100 and
125 people from 11:30 to 1:30 pm each
Wednesday. They had 145 people
there for Thanksgiving where they
served the big traditional meal.

How did it catch on? According to
Gehrig they used a number of public-
ity methods. They placed local news-
paper articles and put flyers in both
Spanish and English in the Delaware
Valley Interfaith Council food pantry
which has been around for years. But
the publicity has been mostly word of
mouth.

Judith and her husband Mike were
excited about the project and talked
about it everywhere. They made sure
each new volunteer was passionate
about what they wanted to do.

“Everybody is still at it that started,”
relates Judith. “Our vision was that it
be a safe, comfortable, attractive envi-
ronment where people can come and
meet people from diverse types of life.
We have lawyers, architects, homeless
people and business people and Black
and White and Hispanic and elderly
and disabled, the local crossing guard
and the postman.  It is the place to be
on Wednesday. It is the place you

come to see your neighbors. There re-
ally isn’t any other place. It is comfort-
able. Here is where world peace starts
when people come together and find
they want and need the same things.
We’re all human family.”

The Community Kitchen has grown
in many ways. A true ecumenical ef-
fort, five churches are now involved, in-
cluding several Episcopalian, some in
Pennsylvania in the New Hope vicin-
ity. Most weeks at the Community
Kitchen are ‘sponsored’ by someone,

either other churches bringing food,
volunteers, cash or any combination.

The sponsors are a true reflection
of the community as well including the
local Rotary, Kiwanis, Starbucks and
others. The designated host church al-
ways supplies the basics for each meal
which features hot and cold entrees,
salads, homemade soups and always
fresh fruit. The attendance ratio is de-
scribed as about 50 percent people
who need the meal, 30 percent elderly
and those there for the social aspects
and 20 percent local professionals who
are there for the ministry. The Sunday
brunch after church includes more than
the Centenary church-goers. It doesn’t
draw quite as many but is important to
those guests, particularly the elderly.

The Community Kitchen has grown
to be more than just the kitchen how-
ever. They also offer a free coat to any-
one that needs one. At this point
they’ve given away over 900 coats and
have had donated over 1,100. Their
most recent newsletter indicates
they’re looking to send some of these
‘extra’ coats to other churches or or-
ganizations. They now serve a light
meal and open their nursery for child
care on Monday and Thursday eve-
nings in association with an English-
as-a-Second-Language class hosted at

the church and run by a county organi-
zation. This is another ministry to the
growing Hispanic immigrant community
in the vicinity who are getting more
comfortable coming to the church.

In terms of coming to the church,
Centenary has not seen an upsurge in
worship attendance but that is not their

primary focus.
“It is a small town with six churches,

says Pastor Gehrig. “It only takes a few
new people to make a difference.  The
object is not to compare to other
churches where the demographics are
vastly different. You have to find your
identity and appeal to the demographic
you’re given.”

This ministry has given this church
an identity. They’ve gone from a situa-
tion best described as “Oh, is that
church still open?” to “Oh, that’s the
church that’s always doing something
for the community.”

According to Pastor Gehrig, when
they were first considering opening this
one of the 10,000 doors, “There was a
little resistance, but the money keeps
coming and the volunteers keep com-
ing.  The meal itself is the message. If
you are welcoming people and feed-
ing them, that is the message. That is
the gospel. Do they come to church?
They are in church.”

(Photos by Jack Shaw)

— Jack Shaw

A funny thing happened
to Bishop Violet Fisher on
her way to the annual pre-
Lenten gathering of
Greater New Jersey
Conference clergy at St.
John’s Church, Hazlet,
February 16.

She went bungee jumping.

Following her address, the
retired bishop spoke of
the impact of her
athleticism, performed
sometime previously.

“Being the Word” in
today’s world was the
theme of the retired

Bishop Fisher, guest speaker, as she addressed the conference clergy.
The day’s focus was Psalm 119:105, “Your Word is a Lamp to my feet
and a Light for my path” (NIV); the bishop’s text, 2 Timothy 2: 8-15,
emphasizing the importance of  presenting ourselves to “... God as one
approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly
handles the word of  truth.” (NIV).

In the discussion following the service, Bishop Fisher shared how, as a
cancer survivor, she feared the possibility of  relapse until her unlikely
decision to try bungee jumping. She related that in the air she was
blessed with relief  from that fear. She took that illustration to urge
everyone to realize that there are times to “Let go, and Let God.”

Leap of Faith

Your Freedom of Expression
is a click away.

• log on to current and archived issues
• read and contribute to devotional pages

We want to hear from you.



DEC. 2009 YTD DEC. 2009 YTD
SHARED MIN BILLINGS

CHURCH NAME % PD % PD
GATEWAY SOUTH
AUDUBON 100.00% 100.00%
BARRINGTON: FIRST 16.67% 100.00%
BERLIN: CENTENARY 33.30% 100.00%
BLACKWOOD 100.00% 100.00%
BROOKLAWN 67.43% 100.00%
CAMDEN: ASBURY 40.22% 85.84%
CAMDEN: BETHEL 100.00% 91.74%
CAMDEN: FAIRVIEW VILLAGE 100.00% 100.00%
CAMDEN: FERRY AVENUE 100.00% 100.00%
CAMDEN: NEW BEGINNINGS 6.49% 0.00%
CAMDEN: PARKSIDE 91.67% 100.00%
CHERRY HILL: FIRST KOREAN 95.55% 100.00%
CHERRY HILL: OLD ORCHARDS 84.46% 100.00%
CHERRY HILL: ST ANDREW’S 50.59% 100.00%
CLARKSBORO: EVANGELICAL 100.00% 100.00%
CLARKSBORO: ZION 50.23% 100.00%
COLLINGSWOOD: EMBURY 109.80% 100.00%
COLLINGSWOOD: FIRST 65.19% 100.00%
COLLINGSWOOD: FRANCES CHILDS 100.00% 91.73%
DELAIR: ST MATTHEW’S 31.86% 97.17%
DEPTFORD: ALMONESSON 43.31% 41.03%
DEPTFORD: MT ZION-WESLEY 100.00% 100.00%
DEPTFORD:NEW SHARON 100.00% 100.00%
GIBBSBORO 30.42% 100.00%
GIBBSTOWN: CLONMELL 100.00% 100.00%
GLENDORA: CHEWS 58.75% 100.00%
GLOUCESTER: HIGHLAND PARK 100.00% 100.00%
GLOUCESTER: TRINITY 100.00% 100.00%
HADDON HEIGHTS: FIRST 75.00% 100.00%
HADDONFIELD 100.00% 100.00%
HADDONFIELD:RHOADS TEMPLE 100.00% 100.00%
LAWNSIDE: MT ZION 100.00% 100.00%
LINDENWOLD: LUCASTON 100.00% 100.00%
MAGNOLIA 100.00% 100.00%
MANTUA 100.00% 100.00%
MANTUA: BARNSBORO 100.00% 100.00%
MANTUA: MOUNT ZION 100.00% 100.00%
MERCHANTVILLE: TRINITY 100.00% 100.00%
MONROE TWP: NEW BROOKLYN 100.00% 100.00%
MT EPHRAIM: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
NATIONAL PARK: FIRST 75.89% 100.00%
OAKLYN: EMMANUEL 100.00% 100.00%
PAULSBORO: BILLINGSPORT 100.00% 100.00%
PAULSBORO: ST PAUL’S 25.00% 100.00%
PENNSAUKEN 53.64% 100.00%
PENNSAUKEN: EAST PENNSAUKEN 100.00% 100.00%
PINE HILL: MEMORIAL 100.00% 100.00%
SICKLERVILLE 61.90% 100.00%
STRATFORD 100.00% 100.00%
SWEDESBORO: REPAUPO 91.67% 100.00%
TURNERSVILLE: ST JOHN’S 55.14% 100.00%
VERGA WELFARE 100.00% 100.00%
VOORHEES: GLENDALE 100.00% 52.63%
VOORHEES: HOPE 53.59% 100.00%
WENONAH 100.00% 100.00%
WEST BERLIN: ST JOHN’S 100.00% 100.00%
WEST BERLIN: WESLEY 100.00% 100.00%
WEST DEPTFORD: ST PAUL’S 100.00% 100.00%
WESTMONT 100.00% 100.00%
WESTVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
WILLIAMSTOWN 100.00% 100.00%
WILLIAMSTOWN: CROSS KEYS 100.00% 100.00%
WOODBURY: COLONIAL MANOR 100.00% 100.00%
WOODBURY: KEMBLE MEMORIAL 88.32% 100.00%
WOODLYNNE: ASBURY 100.00% 100.00%

SKYLANDS
ANDOVER 100.71% 84.57%
AUGUSTA: FRANKFORD PLAINS 100.00% 100.00%
BARRYVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
BELVIDERE 100.00% 100.00%
BLAIRSTOWN: FIRST 41.67% 100.00%
BLAIRSTOWN:WALNUT VALLEY 25.00% 91.74%
BOONTON 18.24% 100.00%
BOONTON TWP: ROCKAWAY VALLEY 100.00% 100.00%
BRANCHVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
BUTLER 100.00% 100.00%
BUTTZVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
DENVILLE COMMUNITY 100.00% 100.00%
DINGMANS FERRY 31.14% 100.00%
DOVER: FIRST 30.87% 100.00%
DOVER: GRACE 100.00% 100.00%
ELDRED 0.00% 100.00%
FLANDERS 100.00% 100.00%
HACKETTSTOWN: DRAKESTOWN 100.00% 100.00%
HACKETTSTOWN: HURDTOWN 2.38% 28.86%
HACKETTSTOWN: TRINITY 100.00% 100.00%
HOPATCONG: WESTSIDE 0.00% 0.00%
HOPE: ST. JOHN’S 100.00% 100.00%

JOHNSONBURG 100.00% 100.00%
KINNELON 0.00% 100.00%
KNOWLTON 100.05% 100.00%
LAKE HOPATCONG 41.67% 8.27%
LANDING: PORT MORRIS 100.00% 83.68%
LIBERTY TWP: FREE UNION 100.00% 100.00%
MATAMORAS 45.91% 99.08%
MENDHAM 15.16% 100.00%
MILFORD 100.00% 100.00%
MORRISTOWN 100.00% 100.00%
MORRISTOWN KOREAN 47.66% 95.11%
MOUNT TABOR 106.42% 100.00%
NETCONG: STANHOPE 0.36% 68.04%
NEWFOUNDLAND 28.39% 100.00%
NEWTON:FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
OAK RIDGE:MILTON 3.41% 100.00%
PANTER VALLEY ECUMENICAL 7.17% #N/A
PARSIPPANY 66.67% 100.00%
POND EDDY 100.00% 100.00%
PORT JERVIS: DREW 100.00% 100.00%
PORT JERVIS:GREENVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
RANDOLPH: MILLBROOK 46.47% 100.00%
RANDOLPH: MOUNT FERN 100.00% 100.00%
ROCKAWAY 29.33% 0.00%
SANDYSTON: DELAWARE VALLEY 100.00% 100.00%
SPARROWBUSH 100.00% 100.00%
SPARTA 100.00% 100.00%
STANHOPE:WATERLOO PARISH 100.00% 100.00%
STILLWATER: HARMONY HILL 100.00% 100.00%
STOCKHOLM 1.80% 82.71%
SUCCASUNNA 100.00% 100.00%
SUSSEX 51.44% 92.83%
TOWACO:MONTVILLE 37.11% 100.00%
TRANQUILITY 0.00% 0.00%
VERNON 0.00% 3.73%
VIENNA 28.01% 61.41%
WANTAGE 100.00% 100.00%
WHARTON: UNITED COMM. ST JOHN’S 100.00% 100.00%
WHARTON:LWR BERKSHIRE VALLEY 100.00% 100.00%
WHARTON:TEABO 100.00% 100.00%

PALISADES
ALLENDALE: ARCHER 54.02% 100.00%
ALPINE:ALPINE COMMUNITY 52.67% 64.26%
BERGENFIELD: GOOD SHEPHERD 100.00% 100.00%
BLOOMINGDALE 82.89% 100.00%
CLIFTON: BELLE VISTA-SIMPSON 100.00% 100.00%
CONGERS 100.00% 100.00%
CROSS KOREAN 0.00% 0.00%
DEMAREST 75.21% 100.00%
DEMAREST:YOBEL KOREAN 100.00% 100.00%
DUMONT: CALVARY 44.57% 100.00%
EAST RUTHERFORD: CHRIST 100.00% 100.00%
ENGLEWOOD: FIRST 100.00% 50.40%
ENGLEWOOD: GALILEE 100.00% 100.00%
ENGLEWOOD: KOREAN COMMUNITY 100.00% 97.67%
FRANKLIN LAKES 103.26% 100.00%
GARNERVILLE 70.25% 0.00%
HACKENSACK 100.00% 100.00%
HALEDON: CEDAR CLIFF 22.50% 100.00%
HASBROUCK HEIGHTS:FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
HAVERSTRAW: LA RESURRECCION 0.00% 0.00%
HAWTHORNE 100.00% 100.00%
HILLSDALE UMC 100.00% 100.00%
LEONIA 84.97% 100.00%
LEONIA: BETHEL UMC OF N.J. 100.00% 100.00%
MIDLAND PARK 100.00% 100.00%
NEW CITY 35.51% 100.00%
OMEGA KOREAN MISSION UMC 26.93% 0.00%
PAMONA:LADENTOWN 7.21% 2.03%
PARAMUS: ARCOLA KOREAN 100.00% 100.00%
PARAMUS:ARCOLA 100.00% 100.00%
PARK RIDGE 92.31% 100.00%
PASSAIC:FIRST 16.63% 77.85%
PATERSON TRINITY 0.00% 0.00%
PATERSON: CHRIST 100.00% 100.00%
PATERSON: MADISON PARK-EPWORTH 100.00% 100.00%
PATERSON: PATERSON AVENUE 0.00% 83.60%
PEARL RIVER 33.49% 15.09%
RIDGEFIELD PARK:  FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
RIDGEWOOD 100.00% 100.00%
RUTHERFORD 100.00% 32.61%
SPRING VALLEY 27.53% 0.00%
STONY POINT: FIRST 0.00% 100.00%
STONY POINT: TRINITY 0.00% 36.72%
SUFFERN 100.00% 100.00%
SUFFERN:VIOLA 18.65% 100.00%
TEANECK 28.07% 96.13%
TENAFLY 100.00% 84.54%
THIELLS 100.00% 45.24%
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TOTOWA 11.35% 100.00%
UPP. SADDLE RVR: BERGEN HIGHLANDS 17.51% 100.00%
W. PATERSON: APPENZELLER NAIRI 53.34% 9.44%
WALDWICK 42.15% 0.00%
WANAQUE: MIDVALE 100.00% 100.00%
WAYNE 27.32% 0.00%
WAYNE: BETHANY 100.00% 100.00%
WESTWOOD 75.03% 100.00%
WESTWOOD: GRACE KOREAN 75.00% 84.01%
WYCKOFF: GRACE 100.00% 100.00%

GATEWAY NORTH
BAYONNE: BERGEN POINT 60.15% #N/A
BAYONNE: WESLEY 100.00% 100.00%
BELLEVILLE: WESLEY 100.00% 0.00%
BLOOMFIELD: PARK 100.00% 100.00%
CALDWELL 100.00% 100.00%
CHATHAM 100.00% 100.00%
E. ORANGE: CALVARY-ROSEVILLE 100.00% 55.21%
E. ORANGE: PARK AVE -ST JOHN’S 100.00% 100.00%
ELIZABETH:  EPWORTH 100.00% 100.00%
FAIRFIELD 100.00% 100.00%
GREEN VILLAGE 100.00% 100.00%
HARRISON:DAVIS MEMORIAL 66.67% 0.00%
HOBOKEN: COMMUNITY 68.14% 100.00%
IRVINGTON 61.63% 74.87%
IRVINGTON: HAITIAN 49.80% 62.43%
JERSEY CITY: BETHANY-BROWNE MEM. 0.00% 5.71%
JERSEY CITY: CHRIST 100.00% 100.00%
JERSEY CITY: CHURCH OF COVENANT 91.08% 100.00%
JERSEY CITY: CLAIR MEMORIAL 45.84% 0.00%
JERSEY CITY: FIRST FILIPINO AMERICAN 7.58% 100.00%
JERSEY CITY: LAFAYETTE 50.00% 75.56%
JERSEY CITY: TRINITY 33.33% 0.00%
KEARNY: CALVARY 100.00% 100.00%
KEARNY: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
KEARNY: GRACE 100.00% 100.00%
KEARNY: NEW CAANAN 100.00% 100.00%
KENILWORTH 7.19% 2.06%
LINDEN 100.00% 40.49%
LINDEN: EL REDENTOR 100.00% 100.00%
LITTLE FALLS 100.00% 100.00%
LIVINGSTON 100.00% 100.00%
LIVINGSTON: KOREAN 100.00% 75.15%
LYNDHURST 100.00% 100.00%
LYNDHURST:GLORY KOREAN . 12.38% 100.00%
MADISON 100.00% 100.00%
MAPLEWOOD: HILTON 0.00% 0.00%
MAPLEWOOD: MORROW MEMORIAL 100.00% 100.00%
MONTCLAIR: FIRST UMC 66.67% 15.37%
MONTCLAIR: ST. MARK’S UMC 100.00% 72.47%
NEWARK: FRANKLIN-ST. JOHN’S 100.00% 67.34%
NEWARK: ST PAUL’S CENTENARY 100.00% 0.00%
NEWARK: ST. MATTHEW’S 100.00% 81.89%
NEWARK: TRINITY 10.47% 15.61%
NORTH BERGEN 22.88% 100.00%
NUTLEY: VINCENT 100.00% 100.00%
ORANGE 36.15% 34.69%
PERTH AMBOY: SIMPSON 100.08% 25.86%
RAHWAY: TRINITY 100.00% 96.67%
RAHWAY:KOREAN UNION 102.59% 28.50%
ROSELAND 100.00% 100.00%
ROSELLE 12.33% 4.96%
ROSELLE PARK: COMMUNITY 68.93% 100.00%
SOUTH ORANGE VAILSBURG 100.00% 93.40%
SPRINGFIELD: EMANUEL 100.00% 100.00%
SUMMIT 100.00% 100.00%
UNION 100.00% 100.00%
UNION CITY: EMANUEL 10.27% 21.71%
UNION CITY: FIRST 100.00% 97.63%
UNION CITY: SAN PABLO 100.00% #N/A
VERONA 100.00% 100.00%
WEEHAWKEN: PARK 100.00% 100.00%
WEST NY: FIRST UNIT. PRESBY. -METODISTA 0.00% #N/A
WOODBRIDGE 33.33% 35.80%

NORTHERN SHORE
ABERDEEN: MATAWAN 100.00% 100.00%
ADELPHIA: BETHESDA 100.00% 100.00%
ASBURY PARK: BALLARD 100.00% 100.00%
ASBURY PARK: FIRST 100.00% 0.00%
ATLANTIC HIGHLANDS 100.00% 45.90%
AVON 100.00% 100.00%
BARNEGAT 100.00% 105.60%
BAY HEAD: ST PAUL’S 100.00% 100.00%
BAYVILLE: FAITH COMMUNITY 100.00% 100.00%
BEACH HAVEN TERRACE: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
BEACH HAVEN: KYNETT 100.00% 100.00%
BELFORD 89.55% 100.00%
BELMAR: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%

BRADLEY BEACH: FIRST 100.15% 100.00%
BRICK: ST PAUL’S 100.00% 100.00%
BROOKVILLE UMC 100.00% 33.89%
EATONTOWN: MONMOUTH GRACE 32.31% 100.00%
FAIR HAVEN: CHRIST 100.00% 83.49%
FARMINGDALE: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
FORKED RIVER: LACEY 91.67% 100.00%
FREEHOLD: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
FREEHOLD: JERSEYVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
HAZLET: ST JOHN’S 100.00% 100.00%
HOWELL: CHURCH OF THE MASTER 100.10% 100.00%
HOWELL: SQUANKUM 100.00% 100.00%
ISLAND HEIGHTS: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
JACKSON 10.00% 100.00%
JACKSON: PLEASANT GROVE 100.00% 100.00%
KEANSBURG: FIRST 59.34% 100.00%
KEYPORT: CALVARY 83.33% 2.87%
KEYPORT: EL MESIAS 25.00% 0.00%
LAKEHURST 100.00% 100.00%
LAKEWOOD: CHRIST 18.67% 93.06%
LITTLE SILVER: EMBURY 100.00% 100.00%
LONG BRANCH: ASBURY 100.00% 68.35%
LONG BRANCH: ST LUKE’S 100.00% 100.00%
MANAHAWKIN 100.00% 100.00%
MANASQUAN 100.00% 100.00%
MIDDLETOWN 34.96% 100.00%
MORGANVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
NAVESINK 100.00% 100.00%
NEPTUNE CITY: MEMORIAL 100.00% 100.00%
NEPTUNE: HAMILTON 100.00% 100.00%
NEPTUNE: WEST GROVE 81.87% 100.00%
OAKHURST: FIRST 100.02% 100.00%
OCEAN GROVE: ST PAUL’S 100.00% 100.00%
OCEANPORT 100.00% 100.00%
PT PLEASANT: CENTRAL 100.00% 100.00%
PT PLEASANT: HARVEY MEMORIAL 60.71% 100.00%
RED BANK 100.00% 100.00%
SEA BRIGHT: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS: WALL 100.00% 100.00%
SPRING LAKE: ST ANDREW’S 100.00% 100.00%
TOMS RIVER: CEDAR GROVE 100.00% 100.00%
TOMS RIVER: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
TOMS RIVER: ST ANDREW’S 100.00% 90.01%
TOMS RIVER: ST MATTHEW’S 100.00% 100.00%
UNION BEACH: GRACE 8.33% 55.19%
WARETOWN 100.00% 100.00%
WARREN GROVE 100.00% 100.00%
WAYSIDE 100.00% 100.00%
WEST BELMAR 69.78% 100.00%
WEST CREEK 100.00% 100.00%
WEST FARMS 87.91% 100.00%
WEST LONG BRANCH: OLD FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
WHITING 100.00% 100.00%

CAPITAL DISTRICT
ALLENTOWN 100.00% 100.00%
ATCO 100.00% 100.00%
BEVERLY 22.88% 100.00%
BORDENTOWN: TRINITY 25.00% 100.00%
BROWNS MILLS 100.00% 100.00%
BUDDTOWN 100.00% 100.00%
BURLINGTON: BROAD ST 100.00% 100.00%
BURLINGTON: ST MARY STREET 100.00% 100.00%
CHATSWORTH 100.00% 100.00%
CINNAMINSON: ASBURY 100.00% 100.00%
COLUMBUS: WESLEY 100.00% 100.00%
COOKSTOWN 91.67% 100.00%
CRANBURY 100.00% 100.00%
CROSSWICKS 41.60% 100.00%
DELANCO: DOBBINS MEMORIAL 100.00% 100.00%
DELRAN: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
ELLISDALE 100.00% 100.00%
EMLEY’S HILL 14.44% 0.00%
EWING TWP: TRINITY 100.00% 100.00%
FIELDSBORO 100.00% 100.00%
FLORENCE 33.40% 34.47%
FREEHOLD: SILOAM 16.67% 100.00%
HAMILTON SQ: ST MARK 86.13% 100.00%
HAMILTON TWP: CHAMBERS 100.00% 100.00%
HAMILTON TWP: GROVEVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
HAMILTON TWP: NEW COVENANT 0.62% 34.56%
HAMILTON TWP: PEARSON MEMORIAL 100.00% 100.00%
HEDDING 100.00% 100.00%
HIGHTSTOWN: FIRST 4.43% 100.00%
HOPEWELL 100.00% 100.00%
INDIAN MILLS 100.00% 100.00%
JACKSON: DEBOWS 100.00% 100.00%
JULIUSTOWN 100.00% 100.00%

(Continued on page 9)
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Because the lay and clergy mem-
bers of the GNJ Annual Conference
voted to keep you informed via the
UMRelay, we are presenting here
the Shared Ministry reports for
2009.

The first column of the report
below refers to the local churchs’
2009 Shared Ministry participation
percentage.

The second column represents
the percentage paid by the local
church toward 2009 billings. Bill-
ings are a combination of expenses
including the Clergy Retirement
Security Program (CRSP) that pro-
vides clergy with a pension for
their years in ministry with the
Uni ted  Methodis t  Church;  the
Comprehensive Protection Plan
(CPP) which provides death, long-
term disability and other welfare
benefits to eligible clergy of the
United Methodist Church and their
families; The Local Church Prop-
erty and Liability insurance; the
Annual Conference Health Insur-
ance plan and the Annual Confer-
ence Worker’s Compensation In-
surance.

In a letter to the churches Bishop
Devadhar has expressed his “great
joy and heartfelt thanks” to God as
he salutes the laity and clergy for
their commitment and loyalty.

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ.
It is with great joy and heartfelt thanks that I start this let-

ter praising and glorifying our Creator God, in and through
the precious name of our Lord, using the words of the Psalmist
who said, “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within
me, bless his holy name. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do
not forget all his benefits—” (Psalm 103:1, 2).

God continuously blesses all of us in numerous ways as
we strive to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of the world. One of those blessings for me is the
privilege of serving God and you as your episcopal leader.
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, beloved in Christ, friends and
colleagues in Christ, I salute you and would like to give a
thankful holy hug to each and every one of you for your com-
mitment and loyalty to the ministry and mission of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. Each and every one of you helped
us pay one hundred percent of our shared ministries to the
general Church.

This is the third year in a row! You did it! Thank you for
your commitment. Thanks to the leadership of the Council
on Finance and Administration (CFA)  of our Conference for
the prudent and faithful management of our resources. Thank
you also to all the members of the cabinet, extended cabi-
net, program staff, all the staff and the volunteers who exhib-
ited great responsibility in spending the dollars entrusted to
their care. Your faithful participation in our connectional min-
istries, combined with the efforts of the CFA to spend part of
the reserve, made it possible to pay one hundred percent of
shared ministries to the general Church, again, through the
grace of God, and the Grace of God only, while keeping the
level of reserve as mandated by our Conference.

 As I am writing this letter, words are springing up from my
soul, singing, “Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen”
(#95 United Methodist Hymnal).  May I request each and every
one of you to pat yourselves on the back for your partnership
in our connectional ministries as a global Church, through

your sacrificial sharing of your resources.
As I continue to offer my congratulations to each of

you, on behalf of the CFA, Cabinet, Extended Cabinet,
Program Staff and personally, I cannot help but share
with you about my recent pilgrimage to India,  repre-
senting the college of Bishops of the Northeastern Ju-
risdiction, along with 27 youth and four leaders of the
Jurisdictional Council on Youth Ministries Mission of
Peace to India 2009-2010.

Amidst the joys and celebrations of Christian mission,
our youth have also witnessed the pain of what can hap-
pen when we do not continuously support the mission
started by those who have gone ahead of us. One such
painful experience was visiting a now-closed hospital in
one of the rural areas of India, and seeing another HIV-
Aids Clinic being run by a non-Methodist organization
in a United Methodist facility.

It is crucial that we keep up the ministries and mis-
sions started by the previous generation of leaders and
entrust them to future generations.

In 2009 we said goodbye to one of the outstanding
mission leaders, and a scholar, the Rev. Dr. Tracey  K.
Jones Jr. from whom I learned some of the cardinal vir-
tues of being in  a mission of the Church. His voice con-
tinuously echoes in me that we are to take care of the
marginalized, voiceless and powerless and to strengthen
their empowerment. This is our calling as disciples of
Jesus Christ. I know that every cent we share in mis-
sion is yielding a mighty dividend in the global arena,
more than any commercial bank could ever offer for the
glory of God.

 May I prayerfully plead with each and everyone not
to loosen our grip. May we continue to join hands as
tireless participants in our connectional ministries and
mission here and everywhere.

Joyfully, gratefully and prayerfully,

Your brother in Christ,

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar

Bishop Rejoices in News GNJ Shared Giving Again Tops 100%
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KINGSTON 100.00% 75.82%
LAMBERTVILLE: CENTENARY 12.10% 100.00%
LUMBERTON 100.00% 100.00%
MAGNOLIA ROAD 100.00% 100.00%
MARLTON 89.95% 100.00%
MASONVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
MEDFORD 100.00% 100.00%
MOORESTOWN: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
MT HOLLY: FIRST 13.21% 100.00%
MT HOLLY: ST. PAUL UMC 100.00% 100.00%
NEW EGYPT 100.00% 100.00%
PALMYRA: EPWORTH 80.09% 100.00%
PEMBERTON 6.38% 80.89%
PENNINGTON: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
PRINCETON 100.00% 100.00%
RINGOES: LINVALE 100.00% 100.00%
RIVERSIDE: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
ROEBLING: TRINITY 11.28% 75.81%
SMITHVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
TABERNACLE 100.00% 100.00%
TANSBORO: TRINITY 100.00% 100.00%
TITUSVILLE 16.67% 100.00%
TRENTON: AFRICAN 59.86% 44.22%
TRENTON: CADWALADER-ASBURY 3.82% 100.00%
TRENTON: TURNING POINT 100.00% 100.00%
TRENTON: WESLEY 62.07% 100.00%
VINCENTOWN 100.00% 100.00%
WILLINGBORO: GOOD SHEPHERD 7.48% 14.50%
WILLINGBORO: ST PAUL 100.00% 100.00%
WINDSOR 100.00% 100.00%

RARITAN VALLEY
ANNANDALE: ALLERTON 100.00% 100.00%
ASBURY: ASBURY 83.33% 100.00%
BASKING RIDGE: BISHOP JANES 69.92% 100.00%
BELLE MEAD: MONTGOMERY 100.00% 100.00%
BELVIDERE: SUMMERFIELD 100.00% 100.00%
BERKELEY HGTS: BOUNTIFUL KOREAN 48.93% 100.00%
BERKELEY HGTS: DIAMOND HILL 16.67% 100.00%
BERNARDSVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
BLOOMSBURY 100.00% 100.00%
BOUND BROOK 0.00% 91.90%
BRIDGEWATER 100.00% 100.00%
BROADWAY 100.00% 100.00%
CALIFON 100.00% 57.07%
CALIFON: FAIRMOUNT 100.00% 100.00%
CHANGEWATER 100.00% 100.00%
CLINTON 100.00% 100.00%
CRANFORD 83.64% 100.00%
DUNELLEN 31.93% 0.00%
EAST BRUNSWICK: ALDERSGATE 100.00% 100.00%
EAST BRUNSWICK: CALVARY 0.00% 100.00%
EAST MILLSTONE 100.00% 100.00%
EDISON:  WESLEY 0.00% 24.77%
EDISON: NEW DOVER UMC 100.00% 97.48%
EVERITTSTOWN 100.00% 100.00%
FINESVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
FLEMINGTON 62.15% 81.71%
FRENCHTOWN 100.00% 100.00%
GLADSTONE 100.00% 100.00%
HAMPTON:NORTH HUNTERDON 34.89% 100.00%
HARMONY TWP: MONTANA 100.00% 100.00%
HIGH BRIDGE 43.31% 100.00%
HIGHLAND PARK: TRINITY 102.55% 100.00%
HILLSBOROUGH: MOUNT ZION 100.00% 100.00%
KINGWOOD 100.00% 100.00%
LEBANON: ROUND VALLEY UMC 100.00% 100.00%
LEBANON:COKESBURY 45.08% 100.00%
MANSFIELD TWP: ANDERSON 0.00% 100.00%
MARTINSVILLE 0.00% 100.00%
METUCHEN: CENTENARY 100.00% 100.00%
MILLTOWN 100.00% 100.00%
NESHANIC STATION: NESHANIC 100.00% 100.00%
NEW BRUNSWICK 100.00% 100.00%
NEW PROVIDENCE 100.00% 100.00%
OLD BRIDGE: SIMPSON 100.00% 100.00%
OXFORD: COLONIAL 100.00% 100.00%
PATTENBURG 100.00% 100.00%
PHILLIPSBURG: WESLEY 0.09% 42.21%
PISCATAWAY: CHRIST 100.00% 100.00%
PLAINFIELD:COVENANT 100.00% 24.53%
PORT MURRAY: MC CREA MEMORIAL 100.00% 100.00%
QUAKERTOWN 100.00% 100.00%
SAYREVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
SCOTCH PLAINS: FIRST 43.31% 100.00%
SERGEANTSVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
SOMERVILLE: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
SOUTH AMBOY: TRINITY 50.00% 100.00%
SOUTH PLAINFIELD: WESLEY 100.00% 100.00%
SOUTH RIVER: CONKLIN 100.00% 100.00%
SPOTSWOOD: TRINITY 100.00% 100.00%
WARREN TWP: MOUNT HOREB 100.00% 100.00%
WARREN TWP: SPRINGDALE 60.15% 75.13%
WARREN TWP: UNION VILLAGE 100.00% 100.00%
WASHINGTON 100.00% 100.00%
WASHINGTON: PORT COLDEN 100.00% 100.00%
WEST PORTAL 100.00% 100.00%
WESTFIELD: FIRST 45.54% 100.00%
WHITEHOUSE 100.00% 100.00%

CAPE ATLANTIC
ABSECON 100.00% 100.00%
ATLANTIC CITY: ASBURY 25.93% 43.78%
ATLANTIC CITY: HAMILTON MEMRL 100.00% 2.59%
ATLANTIC CITY: VENICE PARK 100.00% 100.00%
AVALON: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
BELLEPLAIN 100.00% 100.00%
BLUE ANCHOR: GRACE UNION 100.00% 100.00%
CAPE MAY 100.00% 100.00%
CAPE MAY CT HOUSE: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
CONOVERTOWN 32.56% 100.00%
DELMONT 100.00% 100.00%
DENNISVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
DIAS CREEK 100.00% 100.00%
DORCHESTER 100.00% 100.00%
EGG HARBOR TWP: ASBURY 100.00% 100.00%
EGG HARBOR TWP: ZION 100.05% 100.00%
ELDORA 100.00% 100.00%
ELM 100.00% 100.00%
ELWOOD: ELWOOD GASKILL 100.00% 91.80%

DEC. 2009 YTD DEC. 2009 YTD
SHARED MIN BILLINGS

CHURCH NAME % PD % PD

DEC. 2009 YTD DEC. 2009 YTD
SHARED MIN BILLINGS

CHURCH NAME % PD % PD

GOSHEN 100.48% 100.00%
GREEN CREEK: BETHEL 100.00% 100.00%
HALEYVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
HAMMONTON: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
HAMMONTON: PINELANDS 100.00% 100.00%
HEISLERVILLE: HEISLER MEMORIAL 100.00% 100.00%
LEESBURG 100.00% 100.00%
LINWOOD: CENTRAL 100.00% 100.00%
MARGATE: TRINITY 100.00% 100.00%
MARMORA: TRINITY 100.00% 92.45%
MAURICETOWN 100.00% 100.00%
MAYS LANDING: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
MILLVILLE: BUCKSHUTEM 100.00% 100.00%
MILLVILLE: CUMBERLAND 100.00% 100.00%
NEW GRETNA: ST PAUL’S 100.00% 100.00%
NORTHFIELD: GOOD SHEPHERD 25.00% 24.54%
OCEAN CITY: MACEDONIA 108.33% 100.00%
OCEAN CITY: ST PETER’S 100.00% 100.00%
OCEANVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
PETERSBURG: WESLEY 100.00% 100.00%
PLEASANTVILLE: KOREAN OF SO. JERSEY 100.00% 58.87%
PLEASANTVILLE: MT PLEASANT 55.14% 74.62%
PLEASANTVILLE: OASIS 14.32% 0.00%
PLEASANTVILLE: SALEM 100.00% 100.00%
PLEASANTVILLE:BETHANY-ST JOHN’S 32.99% 100.00%
PORT ELIZABETH 100.00% 100.00%
PORT NORRIS: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
PORT NORRIS: JOHN WESLEY 100.00% 100.00%
PORT REPUBLIC: ST PAUL’S 100.00% 100.00%
SEA ISLE CITY 100.00% 100.00%
SEAVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
SMITHVILLE: EMMAUS 100.00% 100.00%
SOMERS POINT 7.48% 2.57%
SOUTH DENNIS: TRINITY 100.00% 100.00%
SOUTH SEAVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
STRATHMERE 100.00% 100.00%
SWAINTON: ASBURY 100.00% 100.00%
SWAINTON: JOHN WESLEY 25.00% 100.00%
TABERNACLE UMC 89.14% 100.00%
TUCKAHOE 100.00% 91.79%
TUCKERTON 15.45% 100.00%
VENTNOR: TRINITY 14.52% 3.42%
WEYMOUTH 100.00% 100.00%
WILDWOOD CREST: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
WILDWOOD: NORTH WILDWOOD 100.00% 100.00%
WINSLOW 100.00% 100.00%

DELAWARE BAY
ALDINE 92.72% 100.00%
ALLOWAY 0.00% 100.00%
AUBURN: EBENEZER 100.00% 100.00%
BRIDGEPORT: ST PAUL’S 50.00% 100.00%
BRIDGETON: CENTRAL 60.15% 100.00%
BRIDGETON: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
BRIDGETON: FORDVILLE ST JOHN 80.15% 92.59%
BRIDGETON: FRIENDSHIP-FINLEY 100.00% 100.00%
BRIDGETON: JOHN WESLEY 100.00% 106.96%
BRIDGETON: TRINITY 100.00% 100.00%
BRIDGETON: WEST PARK 100.00% 100.00%
BRIDGETON: WOODRUFF 100.00% 100.00%
CANTON 100.00% 100.00%
CARNEY’S POINT: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
CEDARVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
CLAYTON: TRINITY 15.59% 100.00%
DEEPWATER: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
DEERFIELD 100.00% 100.00%
DIVIDING CREEK: ZION 100.00% 100.00%
ELMER 100.00% 100.00%
EWAN 100.00% 100.00%
FAIRTON 55.60% 100.00%
FRANKLINVILLE 92.97% 100.00%
FRANKLINVILLE: PLAINVILLE 100.00% 100.00%
GLASSBORO: FIRST 65.13% 100.00%
HAINES NECK 100.00% 100.00%
HANCOCK’S BRIDGE 100.00% 100.00%
HARRISONVILLE: ST JOHN’S 100.00% 100.00%
MALAGA 100.00% 100.00%
MILLVILLE: CENTRE GROVE 100.00% 100.00%
MILLVILLE: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
MILLVILLE: FOURTH 96.65% 100.00%
MILLVILLE: MT PLEASANT 59.09% 100.00%
MILLVILLE: NEWCOMBTOWN 100.00% 100.00%
MILLVILLE: SECOND 100.00% 100.00%
MILLVILLE: TRINITY 49.09% 64.10%
MILLVILLE: WEST SIDE 100.00% 100.00%
MINOTOLA 3.61% 100.00%
MONROEVILLE 0.00% 0.00%
MONROEVILLE: AURA 0.00% 100.00%
MONROEVILLE: FERRELL 100.00% 100.00%
MONROEVILLE: FRIENDSHIP 100.00% 100.00%
MULLICA HILL: TRINITY 100.00% 100.00%
NEWFIELD 100.00% 100.00%
NEWFIELD: PINEY HOLLOW 100.00% 100.00%
NEWPORT 92.72% 100.00%
PEDRICKTOWN: HUDSON 75.06% 100.00%
PENNS GROVE: EMMANUEL 100.00% 100.00%
PENNS GROVE: ST PAUL’S 100.00% 100.00%
PENNSVILLE: TRINITY 50.00% 100.00%
PILESGROVE: SHARPTOWN 100.00% 100.00%
PITMAN 100.00% 100.00%
PITTSGROVE: OLIVET 100.00% 100.00%
PITTSGROVE: UNION GROVE 91.67% 83.64%
PITTSGROVE: WILLOW GROVE 100.00% 100.00%
PORCHTOWN ZION 100.00% 32.06%
QUINTON 100.00% 100.00%
QUINTON: HAVEN 100.00% 100.00%
RICHWOOD 100.00% 100.00%
ROSENHAYN 100.00% 100.00%
SALEM: BROADWAY 92.72% 100.00%
SALEM: FIRST 43.55% 100.00%
SALEM: MT HOPE 100.00% 100.00%
SEWELL: HURFFVILLE BETHEL 100.00% 100.00%
SWEDESBORO: BETHESDA 100.00% 100.00%
SWEDESBORO: CENTRE SQUARE UNION 100.00% 100.00%
VINELAND: FIRST 100.00% 100.00%
VINELAND: SOUTH VINELAND 100.00% 100.00%
WILLIAMSTOWN: DOWNER 100.00% 100.00%
WOODSTOWN: ASBURY 100.00% 100.00%

Earthy Mysticism: Spirituality for Unspiritual People
by Tex Sample
Abingdon Press, 2008; Paperback, $15.00; Available in Kindle Edition, $9.95

I first heard Tex Sample speak in 1973, when he delivered the Wilson-Bennett
Lectures at McMurry College, Abilene, Texas, where I was an undergraduate stu-
dent. He used an “earthy story” in the first lecture, which resulted in the college
president turning purple before our eyes, while at the same time endearing the
speaker to the student body audience; assuring their attentiveness and subse-
quent attendance at the lectures that followed.

My interest in the work of Tex Sample was renewed last year, when my church
began using the Living the Questions adult curriculum, in which Sample is a no-
table participant in the DVD based presentations. That renewed interest inspired
a search for his most recent writings, hence this review of “Earthy Mysticism”.

Over the course of my lifetime, I would be hard pressed to name a single
person I’ve encountered who can tell a story more effectively than Tex Sample.
Earthy Mysticism exemplifies Tex at his storytelling best.  Beginning with an in-
troduction entitled “A God who will Goose You”, in the next eleven chapters, he
takes the reader on a journey over the course of his entire life, relating those real
stories to his experience of the Holy in all kinds of experiences. These stories are
of the kind that will make you laugh, cry, wince, and smile. You will read them
again and again.  In a nutshell, I love this book!

Sample deals with such issues as the death of a child, the experience of evil,
pain and love in childhood and adolescence, everyday acts as sacrament, color-
ful and difficult persons in church life, and a seminary professor’s comeuppance
after disparaging a beloved church hymn (you guessed it, “In the Garden”).

I wouldn’t describe Earthy Mysticism as a book that ought to be in every pastor’s
library; it is a book that ought to be in everyone’s library. It is simply that good.

— Daniel Casselberry

RELAY REVIEWS

(Paid Advertisement)

Planning and Advice - Financial, Tax & Retirement
Clergy & Layperson Tax Returns / Consultations

35 Years Experience

DAVID H. TOCHER, CPA
Marlton, NJ       (856) 985-7788

Luke 13: 30-31

NANCY S.  BELSKY, retired elder of the
Greater New Jersey Conference, died
February 4, 2010. A funeral service was
held on February 9 at the Calvary United
Methodist Church in Mohnton, Pa. A cel-
ebration of her life and ministry was
scheduled for February 27 at the
Cranford United Methodist Church.

Dr. Belsky served as an assistant pas-
tor of the Morristown Church (1980-1983)
and as pastor of the Belvidere Church
(1983-1987); the Newfoundland Church
(1987-1993); Community Church:
Roselle Park (1993-1998); and First
Church, Newton (1998-2007). She retired
in 2007.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent
to her husband, Stephen E. Belsky, 310
Village Drive, Blandon, Pa 19510.

Memorial gifts may be sent to the
Cranford United Methodist Church, 201
Lincoln Avenue E., Cranford, NJ 07016.

FRANCIS E. (Frank) SWEETEN, 90, re-
tired elder of the Greater New Jersey
Annual Conference, died January 24,
2010, with funeral services following,
January 29 at the Wenonah Church. 

Mr. Sweeten began his pastoral min-
istry in 1946, serving as student pastor
of the Repaupo Church. A year later he
was admitted to the then-New Jersey
Conference and was appointed to First
Church, Collingswood where he was as-
sistant pastor, and then to Clarksboro in
1948.

In 1949 he went as a missionary to
India where he served for three years.
Upon his return he was appointed to
Tuckerton. Subsequent appointments
were First Church, Salem; Matawan and
Cliffwood; Broadway Church, Camden;
Salem Church, Pleasantville; and
Wenonah.  In 1981 he was appointed to
Delanco, from which he retired in 1985.

Mr. Sweeten’s spouse, Ethel, pre-
ceded him in death.  Expressions of sym-
pathy may be shared at
www.smithfhmantua.com.

OBITUARIES

DISTRICT RESOURCE DAY UPDATE
The Capital District has announced a change in leadership for its Resource Days

scheduled for April 16-17 at First Church, Delran.
“RETHINK CHURCH and Then Some” will still be the theme of the event, but its

leader will be Jenn Rodia, director of Rethink Church, the denomination’s current
media and welcoming program. Presently working out of Nashville, she has roots in
New Jersey where she worked in Mt. Laurel as a screen writer for NFL films. A United
Methodist layperson, she is “really excited about Rethink Church!”

The April event is designed to build and execute a plan of action and discipleship
that will speak to an age and generation with the communication tools and ministries
to be a church for and of all ages. Friday is designed for clergy; Saturday is for laity
and clergy teams from each church.

For more information about other resource days on all districts see last month’s
Relay for complete chart, and watch for additional updates next month.

Memorial gifts may be sent to the Fel-
lowship Fund at Pitman Manor, 535 North
Oak Avenue, Pitman, New Jersey, 08071.

Attention 700 MHz Band Users
Churches using wireless microphones should check their equipment to see if

they are operating on the 700 MHz band (698-806 MHz). The FCC has ordered
that organizations that include churches and businesses must stop use of such
equipment by June 12.

The FCC estimates that 25 percent of wireless mics operate in the spectrum,
meaning thousands of churches likely are affected. The ban results from an
FCC auction that sold off rights to the 700 MHz frequencies to wireless provid-
ers like Verizon, AT&T and others.

For users who are unsure whether their devices need to be replaced, the
FCC has compiled a list of affected devices accessible at http://www.fcc.gov/
cgb/wirelessmicrophones/manufacturers.html. Users with further questions may
call 1 (888) CALL-FCC or may contact their equipment manufacturer.
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OPPORTUNITY FILE
A roundup of coming events in the Greater New Jersey Conference and

beyond. Send items of conference-wide interest to the Opportunity File at
Editor@umrelay.org or UMRelay, 1 Mayflower Ct., Whiting, NJ 08759.

March 4 — NCD Coach Webinar
GNJAC — Access this one hour informational Web seminar discussing what’s

involved in becoming a Natural Church Development coach. 10 a.m. and repeated at
7 p.m.. Register by e-mailing April Castaldo, Acastaldo@gnjumc.org for informa-
tion on accessing the webinar from phone and computer.

March 4 — Pre-Retirement Seminar
HAMILTON SQUARE — The Conference Board of  Pensions and Health Ben-

efits will host this seminar at St. Mark Church, focusing on pastors planning to retire
within the next five years, 9:15 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. See story.

March 5 — Financial Security Seminar
HAMILTON SQUARE — Under the auspices of the GNJ Board of Pensions and

Health Benefits, this seminar at St. Mark Church aims at assisting clergy who are
more than five years from retirement, but who want a bit of help in planning their
financial future. 9:15 a.m. - 1 p.m.

March 6  — Christian Education Event
HIGHTSTOWN — “The Hightstown Event,” an annual training opportunity for Chris-

tian educators and pastors, with a plethora of workshops and a wealth of information.

March 7 — Centenary Fund Sunday
GNJAC — Amid all the talk of healthcare, your church can make an impact in a prac-

tical way by donating to this fund that helps underwrite the health care of retired pastors.

March 11 — NCD Orientation Webinar
GNJAC — Clergy and laity are invited to participate in this one-hour Web seminar

offering an overview of Natural Church Development in the local church - the process and
steps toward church revitalization - to help congregations discern if NCD is for them. 10
a.m. and repeated at 7 p.m. To register, send email to April Castaldo, Acastalodo@
gnjumc.org for instructions on accessing the webinar from phone and computer.

April 8 - 11 — Men’s Walk to Emmaus Weekend
GNJAC — Renew the spiritual fire that energizes, informs and motivates Chris-

tian leaders in this three-day experience replicating the post-resurrection walk re-
corded in Luke 24. This Skylands Walk to Emmaus for men is part of a world-wide
movement sponsored by the Upper Room. FFI: Log on to www.gardenstateemmaus.org

April 15 - 18 — Women’s Walk to Emmaus Weekend
GNJAC — Renew the spiritual fire that energizes, informs and motivates Chris-

tian leaders in this three-day experience replicating the post-resurrection walk re-
corded in Luke 24. This Skylands Walk to Emmaus for women is part of a world-
wide movement sponsored by the Upper Room; at Sacred Heart Retreat Center. FFI:
Contact Judy Mazinozzi at judym@yahoo.com

 April 22 - 23 —  Scouting Ministry Training
MORGANVILLE — A new program for training scouting ministry specialist will

be held at Monmouth Boy Scout Council here, open to all scouting leaders in New
Jersey and eastern Pennsylvania. For details log on to the NSD UMM at
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/Northern_Shore_District_UMMen/Northern%20Shore
%20Scouting.htm.

April 27 —  ARMS Luncheon Meeting
OAKHURST — Spring meeting of the Association of Retired Ministers and Spouses

at First Church here will have as its featured speaker Maxine Clarke Beach, dean of
the Theological School, Drew University in Madison.

May 13 - 16 — Women’s Walk to Emmaus Weekend
GNJAC — Renew the spiritual fire that energizes, informs and motivates Chris-

tian leaders in this three-day experience replicating the post-resurrection walk re-
corded in Luke 24. This Garden State Walk to Emmaus for Women at Keswick is  part
of a world-wide movement sponsored by the Upper Room. FFI: Log on to
www.gardenstateemmaus.org

July 9 - 19 — Taize Pilgrimage
GNJAC — Annual pilgrimage to the retreat center in France. Cost is reduced to maxi-

mize opportunity. For more information or to request an application please contact Erica
Munoz at (732) 359-1042 or Emunoz@gnjumc.org. Application deadline is February 20.

June 25 - July 6 — Yakama Reservation Peace Trip
GNJAC — Annual bridge-building visit to White Swan’s 150 year old UMC con-

gregation in Washington state. Visit Seattle, interact with Native children in the
church’s summer program, worship and learn about Native respect for the elders.
Meet Native leaders, learn history from an Indian perspective, visit a local artist and
the Yakama Museum. Ages 13 & up. Airfare plus $300. Contact Helen McCahill at
(732) 988-1151 or helenmccahil0305@aol.com

Three bedroom house located at 3 Old Haverstraw Road,
 Congers, New York 10920.

Updated kitchen, dining room, living room,
one bathroom, screened-in-porch.

Monthly rent - $1,500 plus utilities.  Renter must be affiliated with
Greater NJ Annual Conference or have a not-for-profit tax status.

Call Voncile Oliver 845 268-6626 or Ellen Strauss 845 268-6976

FOR RENT

(Paid Advertisement)

Peter M. Guilfoyle
Certified Public Accountant

Serving the United Methodist Community Since 1980
• Personal Courteous Service at Reasonable Rates

• Specializing in Taxation of the Clergy
• Income Tax Returns Expertly Prepared

• Electronic Filing Available
By Appointment

(732) 938-2665
(Paid Advertisement)

PURSUING AN EDUCATION IN MINISTRY?PURSUING AN EDUCATION IN MINISTRY?PURSUING AN EDUCATION IN MINISTRY?PURSUING AN EDUCATION IN MINISTRY?PURSUING AN EDUCATION IN MINISTRY?

SCHOLARSHIPS*      LOANSSCHOLARSHIPS*      LOANSSCHOLARSHIPS*      LOANSSCHOLARSHIPS*      LOANSSCHOLARSHIPS*      LOANS

* Financial assistance for those agreeing to serve at* Financial assistance for those agreeing to serve at* Financial assistance for those agreeing to serve at* Financial assistance for those agreeing to serve at* Financial assistance for those agreeing to serve at
least five years as a member of our conference.least five years as a member of our conference.least five years as a member of our conference.least five years as a member of our conference.least five years as a member of our conference.

THE EDUCATIONAL SOCIETYTHE EDUCATIONAL SOCIETYTHE EDUCATIONAL SOCIETYTHE EDUCATIONAL SOCIETYTHE EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY
GREATER NEW JERSEY ANNUAL CONFERENCEGREATER NEW JERSEY ANNUAL CONFERENCEGREATER NEW JERSEY ANNUAL CONFERENCEGREATER NEW JERSEY ANNUAL CONFERENCEGREATER NEW JERSEY ANNUAL CONFERENCE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Requests for applications are accepted fromRequests for applications are accepted fromRequests for applications are accepted fromRequests for applications are accepted fromRequests for applications are accepted from
January 1 to March 1.January 1 to March 1.January 1 to March 1.January 1 to March 1.January 1 to March 1.

Application deadline March 31.Application deadline March 31.Application deadline March 31.Application deadline March 31.Application deadline March 31.
Contact: Jo Malessa      (856) 786-0293Contact: Jo Malessa      (856) 786-0293Contact: Jo Malessa      (856) 786-0293Contact: Jo Malessa      (856) 786-0293Contact: Jo Malessa      (856) 786-0293

or Rev. Emil F. Winkelspechtor Rev. Emil F. Winkelspechtor Rev. Emil F. Winkelspechtor Rev. Emil F. Winkelspechtor Rev. Emil F. Winkelspecht
ENJWink@aol.comENJWink@aol.comENJWink@aol.comENJWink@aol.comENJWink@aol.com

SLATE ROOFS
New & Repairs

John Frazer
(856) 451-9403 Phone

(856) 451-4580 Fax

34 Burt Street
Bridgeton, NJ 08302

(Paid Advertisement)

(Paid Advertisement)

Income Tax Preparation
Tax returns prepared for individuals and businesses

Clergy income tax returns our specialty
Church auditing, payroll, bookkeeping assistance

Comtek Business and Tax Services LLC
Rev. Charles W. (Chuck) Miller, Ph.D., E.A.

10 Belvidere Corner Road, Mount Bethel, PA 18343
Admitted to practice before the Internal Revenue Service

Phone: (570) 897- 6942  —  cwmillerjr@yahoo.com

(Paid Advertisement)

The April Issue Deadline is March 5, 2010



Ask your church treasurer about 
your congregation’s progress to-

ward becoming a 100%,  
First Mile First Church. 

More information, visit: 
www.gnjumc.org  

www.umcgiving.org 

One Great Hour...Again... 

UMCOR was in Haiti before the earthquake, and it will be there for the foreseeable 
future. When you give to UMCOR you give with the knowledge that every penny 

given to a designated Advance goes directly to those who need it most.   
The designated Special Sunday offering for the One Great Hour of Sharing is 

March 14, 2010. Are you ready? 
Call (888) 346-3862 today to order envelopes and other resources so your congregation can 

participate in this churchwide offering.  They will be sent at no cost to your church!  
Find out more at umcgiving.org/specialsundays.  

 
One Great Hour of Sharing  

It’s How We Give. It’s How We Live 
 

You can continue to help the Haiti relief effort by giving to Advance #418325 or you can 
find other ways to help at www.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/ 

 

Photo Courtesy UMNS 
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